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Script of Kartir
in Ka'be Zartosht
Iran,Fars .
Stone (Sassanid)

10

Folio from a Qur'an
Manuscript

9th —10th century
Central Islamic Lands

11

Folio from a Dispersed
Manuscript

AH. 621/ A.D. 1224

, possibly Baghdad

12

The Funeral of
Isfandiyar
1330s

Iran, Tabriz

13

Folio from the "Qur'an
of 'Umar Aqta"

late 14th—early 15th
century Samarqand

14

‘The Seduction of
Yusuf by Zulaykha’
from a Bustan of Sa'di
ca. 1488

Iran, Hirat

15

Folio from the Divan
of Hafiz

ca. 1531-33
Iran, Tabriz

16

"The Concourse of the
Birds", Folio from a
Mantiq al-tair
(Language of the Birds)
ca. 1600

Iran, Isfahan
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MDP 06, 223 Tablet
ca. 3100-2900 BC
Susa

2

MDP 06, 5242 Tablet
ca. 3100-2900 BC
Susa

3

Fragment of
monumental stone
sculpture

ca. 2200 BC

Susa

4

Brick BM 090524a
ca. 1300-1000 BC

5

OIP 092, 0235 Tablet
547-331 BC
Persepolis

6

OIP 092, 0556 Tablet
547-331 BC
Persepolis

7

Golden Tablet
547-331 BC
Persepolis

8

Ardavan Script
Parthian
Susa
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MDP 06, 223 Tablet
ca. 3100-2900 BC
Susa

26

The Printing Press and
gravure-printing
machine (PHOENIX)

27

Automatic letters and
gravure-printing ma-
chine (ALBERT)
Albert Frankenthal
Germany

28

The letters and hand
gravure-printing
machine

1926 Ca.

Albert Frankenthal

29

Original Heidelberger
press

Germany

1955

30

Original Heidelberger
press

Germany

1965

31

Keyboard
1940
UK

32

Monotype Keyboard
1940
UK
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Folio from a Qur'an
Ghajar Dynasty

18

Dolat-e-Ellyeh-e Iran
SaniAl molk
Ghajar Dynasty

19

Sharaf Newspaper
Abotorab Ghaffari—
Mirza Reza Kalhor
Ghajar Dynasty

20

Lithography Stone
Middle 19th ca
Germany

21

Lithography Stone
Middle 19th ca
Germany

22

Lithography Stone
Middle 19th ca
Germany

23

Lithography Stone
Middle 19th ca
Germany

24

Sampling Manual
Press
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IBMSNAP_
REGISTER
1956 Ca.
English

42

Manually Balance
English

43

The Lead Letters

44

The Wooden Persian
Alphabet - Berthold
font

45

The Wooden Latin
Alphabet (tall)

46

Decorative Wooden
Roman Letters

47

Stereotypes and
Symbols

48

The Numerals Latin
Copper
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33

Mark and Margins,
Stereotype, Typical
Gravure

34

Single Microstructure
Matrix
UK

35

Lead Letters
Germany

36

The Monotype Matrix-
Case

Typesetting Template
UK

37

The Runic Matrix
Photo (semi-automatic)

38

The smallest printing
machine

39

Reader devices (for
correction division)

40

IBM Selectric Typeball
1956 Ca.
English
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57

The Hand-operated
presses
Krause —Germany

58

The Charcoal Camera
(Engraving)
Germany

59

Camera

1973ca.
Dainippon Screen
Factory

Japan

60

Camera

61

The Lying Press

62
Die Cutting Machine

63

Cruise Hand
Cutting Machine
Krause-Biagosch

Bielefeld
Germany

64

The Blocking
Machine
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Plastic Block

50

The Monophoto
Matrix-Case
1940ca.

English

51

Generator (fast form
letters)

Monotype factory
English

52

Typesetting Tools and
Lead Machine Shop

53

Burster
Keep knife sharp
oswego machine

54

Sheet Cutter and Sheet
Decurler

55

Lying Press
(semi-automatic)

56

The OLYMPIA
Typewriter
Germany
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The Majles (parliament) Printing House

After the victory of the Constitutional Revolution and the establishment of the National
Consultative Assembly, a printing house was established associated to the Assembly for
printing the MPs’ negotiations and publishing a newspaper titled Matbae-ye Mubarake-ye
Majles in 1325 AH/ 1907 AD. This printing house was gradually developed and was one of
the most important printing houses of the country that, especially during the Pahlavi period,
had an important role in printing and publishing industry. The unique Assembly printing
house was established under the supervision of Mirza Sayyed Mohammad Sadeq Tabatabai.
Since the establishment of the Assembly until 1911, the location of the Majles (parliament)
Printing House was in Nasiriyah (Nasser Khosrow) Avenue moved to Baharestan that same
year.

Concurrent with the establishment of the Assembly, another equipped printing house,
“Matbae-ye Mubarake-ye Shahanshahi" was established in Tehran in the same year whose
manager was Abdullah Khan Qajar who had studied printing and photography in Europe.

After 1921, a period begins in which vast changes occur in the printing industry. The
reform in education and many social structures and trends and intellectual and cultural
interests were factors of this influence. In the early Pahlavi era the Army printing house and
also the Assembly printing house were equipped and got a boost.

The number of printing houses in Tehran and other cities greatly increased. Printing houses
such as Efttelaat newspaper printing house and National Bank of Iran printing house were
launched in 1937 with new facilities and high-speed devices. The Iranian Tobacco (1935),
the State Railway and the Assembly Printing Houses provided the print needs of the
government.

During the second Pahlavi era, after the entrance of the allied armies to Iran, the American
Army brought to Iran a typesetting machine (linotype) to meet its printing needs. It was in-
stalled in the National Bank of Iran printing House and subsequently a typesetting machine
(monotype) was installed in the same printing house. Then two new advanced devices,
optical Monophoto, were added to the National Bank equipped typesetting collection. The
printing houses of the two mostly-read dailies, Etfelaat and Kayhan were inevitable to use
modern technologies to accelerate their proliferation. In 1957, the Offset Printing Housewas
launched in Tehran that is considered an important chapter in the history of printing in Iran.

The late 1960s marked new changes in Technical Training of Printing and Technical
lithography and photography disciplines, manual typesetting, offset printing, highlighted
printing and binding were taught. Finally, in modern times, and in the years following the
Islamic Revolution along with expanded developments in printing technologies in the
world, we are spending a stage of evolution in the history of printing; developments that
with a comprehensive digital arena and computers, we witness a variety of technologies and
complicated developments in the printing industry.

By: Meysam Rezaei Mahvar
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was not common before that was used under the influence of this technique. Also various
arts such as book illustration, inscriptions modeling, miniature modeling, margining, etc.
that were depleted, found a new life in this period thanks to lithography.

Cultural adaptations of lithography, non-sophistication, comfort and ease of lithography
printing tools were the factors of learning this type of printing technique in Iran. But the
problems of the high proliferation of this technology along with the increase in population
and civil developments eventually led to its demise.

In the era of Naseroddin Shah, printing activities either in the public sector or in private one
expanded. The responsibility of publishing Rouznameh-yr Dowlat-e Aliyye-ye Iran (Iranian
State Newspaper) was given to Hassan Ghaffari with the command of Naseroddin Shah and
it was decided that for each issue of the newspaper, images of personalities and current
events are prepared and drawn. He also acquired the title Sanyulmulk and got the
permission of establishing the public school of painting and printing. Establishment of
Darolfonun School by Amir Kabir opened a new chapter in the field of printing and
publishing, too. In Darolfonun, “Dar al-Taba’ah-ye Khassa-ye Ilmiyye-ye Mubarake-ye
Darolfonun-i Tehran" was created whose guardianship was in charge of Aligholi Mirza
(E’tezadussaltaneh) in which textbooks and sometimes illustrated ones were published.
During the school career, a part was formed in order to supervise the affairs of printing and
publishing Mirza Hassan Khan (E’temadassaltaneh) was assigned as its manager. The same
set later became the Ministry of Impressions that was responsible of authoring, translating,
printing and publishing books activities.

Some famous Nasiri artists, including Mirza Abu Turab Ghaffari, Mirza Mehdi Khan
(Musavarulmulk) worked with the public Dar al-Taba’ah. Naseroddin Shah also sent Mirza
Ebrahim Khan known as Musavvar Rahmani to Europe for learning techniques of
photography, engraving and woodcut that, after his return, could have a great impact on
illustrated printing and trained some students in this field. Mirza Abdolmotaleb
(Naqqashbashi) who had studied techniques of printing in Europe also trained several
disciples, including Abu Turab Ghaffari.

Mozaffaraddin Shah was succeeded by but like his father, he did not show his interest and
support; however, the constitutional movement was the most important factor affecting the
printing industry that was itself impressed a lot by the printing industry which took place
Mozaffarid era and eventually succeeded in 1324 AH / 1906 AD. In the same period,
gravure printing technique was imported to Iran. As a result, illustrated printing got new
facilities. The two newspapers Sharaf and Sharafat that were illustrated have special
position in the history of illustrated printing. Abu Turab Ghaffari, the elder brother of
Kemal ol-Molk prepared Sharafdaily’s paintings and Mirza Reza Kalhor, the great calligra-
pher and scribe of the Qajar era has done the scripture of this newspaper.

Concurrent with the increase in the number of newspapers and printing houses during the
Constitutional Revolution, gelatin printing was introduced which was especially in the
service of the political enlightenment and disclosure.
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Finally Johannes Gutenberg in the year 854 AH/ 1450 AD used replaceable letters to print
(Gutenberg Bible was published in 1455 AD) and his outcome was greeted with high
importance and great welcome and this could change Europe’s way and propagate the
notions of the renaissance era and then influence all the world.

After the industrial revolution in the west, in the 19™ century, the printing technologies had
a lot of changes which forms the history of the printing industry and these alterations could
be easily followed in the Iranian Museum of Script and Printing.

Printing in Iran

The first work that has been published in Persian in Gutenberg’s invented style was about a
century after its popularization in Europe. It was a Persian translation of the Old Testament
in Hebrew script (953 AH/1546 AD). In 1049 AH/1639 AD Christian missionary groups in
India published three books in the Persian language and script on Christian propagation.
They, therefore, had the first specimen of the Persian printing letters. The first published
book in Iran was David’s Zabur or Sagmus that was published by Armenian priests in Julfa
zone of [sfahan in the Safavid era (1057 AH/ 1647 AD). During the Afsharid era, the Julfa
Armenians of Isfahan, despite Safavid rulers’ lack of interest in the printing industry,
continued their activities in the Vank Cathedral printing house. During the eras of Zandieh
and Afsharieh, a number of Persian books were published in India and Europe.

The emergence of printing technology to Iran coincides with the princeship period of Abbas

Mirza, the son of Fath Ali Shah, the king of Qajar. In his time, Edward Burgess, a

European, was hired to establish a printing house and teach printing in Iran. Also, a number

of students were sent to Europe to study the printing industry among which was Mirza

Saleh Shirazi. In addition to being a pioneer in the printing industry, He was the founder of
the first newspaper in Iran, and the first printing house in Iran has been established in

Tabriz by him or Aqa Zynalabedyn Tabrizi. It is mentioned that the first book which was

published in the Tabriz printing house in 1233 AH, was Fathnamah and the Treatise of
Jahadyah. Seven years later, the Dar al-Hokoumah (capital) printing house was constructed

in Tehran by Mirza Zaynalabedyn Tabrizi by the order of Fath Ali Shah and the works that

were published have mostly been on religion and a number on history and literature. After

this, most important cities of Iran have had publishing houses as well and the number of
public print houses swelled. Less than a decade after the introduction of printing technique

with letters in Iran, lithography appeared and was quickly welcomed. Mirza Asadullah

Shirazi, who was sent to Russia, got acquainted with the lithography technology in St.

Petersburg and after his return, in the year 1248 AH, he could publish the Holy Quran in

lithographed form in Tabriz.

Publishing Maktabi Shirazi’s Lerli and Majnun with four figures was considered as another
milestone in the lithography printing history and beginning of illustrated printing in this
period.

Lithography had also a lot of influence on the art of calligraphy that caused changes in it to
have compatibility with the requirements of printing. The term "fattening the letters" that
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History of Scribing in Iran

Almost simultaneously with the invention of the pictogram in Sumerian civilization
around 3000 BC, we also see scribing in Iran found by the Elamites, which is known as
the proto-Elamite scribing. Scribe took place in this period on clay tablets and these tablets
were exclusively financial records, inventory receipts and bills.

Over the next centuries, the Elamite scribing grew in parallel with the Sumerian script and
from a pictogram evolved into a syllabic-script text the remained specimen of which have
been obtained from the reign of Kutik-Inshushinak (also known as Puzur-Inshushinak)
about 2250 BC.

Scribe using cuneiform influenced by Mesopotamia eventually replaced the mentioned
form of scribing and it also continues in the mid-Elamite and new Elamite periods. There
are many examples of the official archives remained from the Achaemenid era which have
been written with cuneiform scribe in Elamite language. In the same period, cuneiform
signs were used for scribing the Persian language. During the Parthian and Sassanid eras,
we observe the Middle Persian in Parthian and Sassanid Pahlavi versions and also
different language versions of scribing in zone of Persia.

In the Islamic era, due to the scribe of the Holy Quran and with the rise of the scientific
movements and flourishing Islamic civilization, scribe and its related arts took a special
place in the culmination of which unique projects appeared in the world's history of
scribing; works like the Quran of Baysonqor from the Timurid era or Shahnameh of Shah
Tahmasp from the Safavid era.

History of printing in the world

The background of the Emergence of printing could be proposed from the Paleolithic era
cave paintings in which humans had learned that the painting was transferable in flat style.
But at least stamp patterns which emerged in Iran and Mesopotamia in the fourth
millennium BC and were reproduced on clay surfaces could be considered as the start
point of printing with its social and economic functions. There is also a consensus on the
painting transmission and its reproduction; its invention is attributed to the ancient
Chinese civilization (about 220 BC. Han dynasty) who used printing to transfer paintings
of plants and flowers in color on silk fabrics. Silk screen printing technique with the
wooden tools was used in the Roman Empire to transfer painting to the cloth from which
some Egyptian works have remained from the fourth century AD.

In the 1%/ 7™ century, some paintings were transfered on paper in China with wooden
seals. In the 5™ / 11™ century, a Chinese chemist called Sheng Pao mixed flowers and glue
and made replaceable letters. He, then, heated them and invented printing with replaceable
letters.

In the land of Korea in the year 627 AH / 1230 AD the method of printing with
replaceable and metal letters was developed and using this technology a book titled Jikji
was first printed and reproduced.






e 5 35

Introduction

“By the pen and what writes” (Holy Quran, 68:2)

History initiates with writing and the growth as well as sublimation of the human being has
always been conjoined with books and booking. Inscribing a notion which is uttered, makes
it possible to consolidate and transfer it to others over the time and place; in other words, it
enlarges the realm of human power to the far horizons of the past and present. Hence, it is
with writing that the past and present join and, despite his short and little age, the human
being can connect with his past and future centenaries and, as all the distinguished figures of
the history have been so, promote his historical location.

It is exactly because of this that in the first verses which were revealed to the Holy Prophet
(PBUH), the most important level of God’s general and specific mercy has been mentioned
as “teaching with pen”. This is because the prophets, who had each been the historical
source of a new culture and civilization, have all had “books” and the milestone of any
historical change has also been a new book.

The development of writing on paper instead of parchment and other materials, enhanced
the human culture and then, with the invention of printing machine, it took a step ahead as
long as the past history. Although printing has been considered as one of the most important
elements of the Europe’s advancement during the modern era, it is a pity that it was
neglected in Iran from the era of Safavid Shah Abbas I, when printing started in Julfa,
Isfahan, till about 250 years later and the scribes’ tyranny impeached the effectiveness of
such a glorious period. Anyhow, with the reemergence of printing in the Qajar era and its
gradual development, we can witness fundamental changes in our territory the domain of
which has today enlarged. The Majles (parliament) Print House, the country’s oldest print
house in its era, has an acceptable list of various printed books and periodicals which is, of
course, not comparable with what was later accomplished by great print house owners.

Although our country has now taken long steps in many fields of the printing industry,
unfortunately a lot of people do not yet know about its recent changes in the world and even
in their own country. They do not know that printing no more depends on paper, books and
periodicals and that it has opened new horizons most economic trend of which industry in
the world belongs to their field.

With all the limitations in the present location, this museum, which has tried to show the
history of printing to the parliamentarians, statesmen and also the authorities of the private
sector of this industry, can succeed in making different levels of the society familiar with
such important cultural, scientific and technical phenomenon.

Mohammad Rajabi
Head of the Islamic Consultative Assembly Library (ICAL)
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